W
ładysław Gomułka, alias Wiesław, Feliks Duniak (1905 -1982 is one of the most controversial figures of the 20 th century in the history of Poland, legend of the Polish labour movement and a symbol of the struggle for the preservation of the widest possible independence from the Soviet Union. The period of fourteen years between 1956 and 1970 when he governed as the I Secretary of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers' Party, which constituted the highest public and political position in the period of the People's Republic of Poland, marks the most sensitive time of political, social, economic and cultural transition in the history of the People's Republic of Poland. It was in connection with Władysław Gomułka that the political and social events of October 1956 took place, when the Polish society for the first time in the history of the People's Republic of Poland demanded to be recognised so forcibly. The fact that Poland became a country of people's democracy more independent from the Soviet Union, and gained geopolitical importance from the point of view of the relationship between the Soviet Union and the West, is attributable to Władysław Gomułka. Last but not least, it was in Władysław Gomułka's time when one of the most tragic events in the history of People's Republic of Poland took place, related to the protests in Baltic coastal cities in December 1970. It is therefore no surprise that, being a person of contradictions not only as a politician, but also as a man, he falls outside any historical or moral classifications, making it difficult for historians, political scientists and sociologists to remain scientifically objective and outline an image of this figure without emotional element or personal involvement.
Many publications of diverse nature have been created about Władysław Gomułka, the character of his governance, relationship with the immediate environment, the social and political system of the 1960s and decision mechanisms of that time. Some of them, especially those of explicitly biographical nature, refer exclusively to Władysław Gomułka and the way Those who share the opinion that (...) all those who were in power back then were traitors and Soviet agents, will probably not learn anything as they will not approve of my humanising approach towards Gomułka"), printed on the back cover of the book, the reader might have presumptions as to what kind of book this is and what subjective attitude the writer has towards the figure she describes. However, it is only the first impression that one may have even before reading the book, as each subsequent chapter carries the reader away from the protagonist of the biography, directing their thoughts to what is generally known in the history of the People's Republic of Poland, and not to the details of Gomułka's life and activity which should, considering the purpose and nature of the work, have priority over side threads.
With the exception of the first chapter, in which Prażmowska provides a detailed account of the conditions of Gomułka's early life and growing up based on source documents, other chapters of the book resemble a textbook of political history of Poland of the 20 th century, with a particular focus on the history of the Communist movement and the relationship of its activists with socialists, Trotskyists and other leftist movements. The first part of Gomułka's biography is devoted to the discussion of complex political relations between Poland and the Soviet Union. The name of Gomułka appears in this context only a few times to signal that at that time he was a union activist who was not interested in the Marxism-Leninism doctrine. The question arises about the reason for which the author explains the essence of differing standpoints between Rosa Luxemburg and Vladimir Lenin in such detail, if it had no relevance whatsoever for the political education of Gomułka.
Further, Prażmowska goes on to describe the history of the II World War and the beginnings of People's Republic of Poland against international background. At this juncture, the figure of Gomułka
